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STAFF NEWS 


All members of the Federation staff will take part in the various ecumenical 
meetings which will be held in India in December and January. This will be the 
first time in several years that all Secretaries of the Federation have been together, 
which is some indication of their busy travel schedules. It may be, of course, that 
by the time you read this number of the Federation News Sheet, the General Com- 
mittee will have appointed’ new staff members. In any case, it is impossible at the 
present moment to say exactly where the staff will go following. the General Com- 
mittee. It seems probable that Marie-Jeanne de Haller will remain in Asia for another 
month, travelling in India and Pakistan, together with Harry Daniel, who may also 

“xr visit some ~otherSoutheast Asian countries.. The program of Kyaw Than will be 
decided by the General Committee itself. Valdo Galland and Philippe Maury will 
return to Geneva immediately after the General Committee, and the former will 
go on to North America, where he will spend the month of March, and then to 
Mexico and other Central American countries. 

M. M..Thomas, W.S.C.F. Vice-Chairman, will represent the Federation at the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches at Lucknow 
in North India, December 28 to January 8. 

Several General Committee delegates will visit Asian and European countries 
on their way back from India. 


: Five Federation General Secretaries 
Seated: H “L. Henriod, John R. Mott, W. Visser ’t Hooft 
Standing 7 Philippe Maury, Robert C. Mackie 
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“NEWS LETTER - 
Dear reader : 


; lam writing you this letter a few days before flying to India where several 
important meetings will take place during the coming weeks. At least some of 
- them will already be over by the time you read this letter. Nevertheless, I ask 


_ your interest and prayers, not only for the meetings themselves, but for the 


efforts which should follow them up and the fruits they should bear, both in 
the lives of the participants and in Christian work throughout the world. 
The third World Conference of Christian- Youth will meet at Kottayam 
in Travancore, South India, from December 10 to 25. About 350 young 
people and leaders from all countries will meet to listen together to what God 
may have to tell them at this time and to prepare together for their common 
task of Christian witness. They will represent national Christian youth organ- 
izations related to the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., World Council of Churches, 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, and 
the Federation. But it is the hope of those who have planned this conference 
that during these days all the delegates will first be of one mind and one heart 
in obedience to and hope in the Lord Jesus Christ. Cooperation between the 
various Christian youth organizations has already gone far beyond the inter- 
national organization — the permanent World Christian- Youth Commission. 
_ In several countries national Christian Youth Commissions have been estab- 
lished, and in many others Christian young people from all organizations 


have met together. Everywhere there is a new awakening to the great task of 
_ fellowship and witness which God has entrusted to us all, whatever the denom- 
- ination or organization in which we participate. We all hope that the fruits of 


_the Travancore conference will be even richer than those of the first two World 
Conferences of Christian Youth, at Amsterdam in 1939 and at Oslo in 1947, 


_ and that the Word of God will be proclaimed even more widely and heard and 


believed every day by a greater number of men and women. 

Madras Christian College, which already has a rich ecumenical history, 
especially since the meeting there in 1938 of the International Missionary 
Council, will be the scene of a Federation conference from December 28 to 
January 4. One hundred and fifty students, including all Federation members 
who took part in the Travancore conference, all delegates to the Federation 
General Committee, and in addition about fifty Indian and a few foreign 

students who are now in India, will meet during that week in an effort to 
receive together a new understanding of their task and to live together a new 
ecumenical experience. 

However important these two conferences will be, there are many reasons 
why the attention of the Federation staff during the past months has been 


_ directed even more to the third meeting organized or sponsored by the Feder- 


-ation in India during this period. It is now about three and a half years since 

the General Committee of the Federation met at Whitby, Canada. During 
this time, Student Christian Movements have been confronted with many new 
_ problems, and so feel an urgent need to exchange experiences, difficulties and 
- hopes. They will do this at Nasrapur in the Poona district near Bombay, from 


_ Federation. - For several months national Movements have been making 


- January 9 to 21, as the General Committee of the World’s Student Christian ~ < 


ready for this meeting, writing reports on their activities, commenting on plans 


for the General Committee itself, and preparing themselves in prayer. The 
Federation staff has devoted almost all its time and resources to practical 
arrangements for travel, finance and local organization, and to planning the 
program of the General Committee sessions. One of the most encouraging 


factors is that, if our expectations are realized, about 120 delegates from | 


41 countries will be at Nasrapur, in spite of financial difficulties and the vast 
distances between India and many Movements affiliated to the Federation. 


This will make it the most representative General Committee the Federation 


has held for many years. 

In addition to S.C.M. delegates and representatives of fraternal organiz- 
ations such as the World Council of Churches, the World’s Alliance of the 
Y.M.C.A.:and the World’s Y.W.C.A., a good number of Christian profes- 
sors have been especially invited by the Federation officers, over and above 
the normal membership quotas. The reason for this is that one of the major 
responsibilities of this meeting will be to decide on the future of the Federation 
University Commission. Founded in 1946, it has developed an extremely 
valuable study work among both Christian students and professors on the 
Christian responsibility in and to the university. In several countries of Asia, 
Europe and North America, Christian professors’ groups have been formed, 
sometimes within the pattern of the S.C.M., sometimes independently. Thus, 
more or less as a result of the normal development of its work, the University 
Commission has taken the form not only of an ad hoc body responsible for a 
particular phase of our study program, but also a kind of international organ- 
ization related to national Christian professors’ associations. The Federation 
must now decide whether or not it wishes to integrate this type of work into 
its administrative structure, and above all, what it should do in the future in 
this specific field of thought and witness. 

Another major responsibility of the General Committee will be a rethink- 
ing of our missionary responsibility. One of the working commissions at 


Nasrapur will consider “Our Citizenship in the World of Nations”. This — 
represents an effort to combine two of the Federation’s traditional concerns — | 
the political and social responsibility of the Christian and our missionary and ~ 


evangelistic vocation. It became obvious in several meetings during recent 
years that it was impossible to understand the urgency and the unique character 
of missionary work today without looking first at the political and ideological 
situation in the world, and without considering both obstacles to and possible 


fruits of missionary work in the political realm. On the other hand, it was 


evident that the consideration of political matters from the point of view of 


Christian action had meaning only when it was oriented towards Christian ~ 


witness. 

Discussions in this realm will be made more significant by the fact that the 
Federation is again entering a period of missionary expansion. It was reward- 
ing to note in reading national Movement reports prepared for the General 


Committee that in many places there are definite signs of a reawakening among 


Christian students to the significance of the missionary vocation. Moreover, 
thanks to the efforts of indigenous leadership, to the support of other Move- 
ments or churches and missionary societies, and also to the efforts of Federa- 


tion regional staff, very promising young Movements have been born or have 
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Last Federation General Committee meeting in India, Mysore, 1928 


developed during recent years, especially in Southeast Asia, Latin America 
and West Africa. The General Gommittee will look at these developments, 
try to see where available resources should be channelled, and especially try 
to find supplementary funds to support and even increase this pioneering 
work. It is particularly significant that the General Committee is meeting in 
one of those areas of rapid development and precisely one of those in which 
it seems impossible to separate considerations. of missionary and political 
factors. if : 

Meeting in India will also have a profound ecumenical significance. The 
Church of South India has doubtless been the greatest achievement in the 
field of church reunion for many centuries. Delegates to the General Commit- 
tee and to other Christian meetings in India will thus be presented with a 
strong challenge in the ecumenical field as well as in the political and missionary 
realms. This will be an occasion for us to try to think out once again our 
place in the ecumenical movement, especially now when ecclesiastical organ- 
izations such as the World Council of Churches, the International Missionary 
Council, National Councils of Churches and National Christian Councils are _ 
increasingly becoming the most visible expressions of ecumenism. However, 
in considering our responsibility and participation in the life of the church, 
primary attention will be given to the local congregation. A new desire to 
look at the personal problems of the Christian-student has been expressed, 
and this will be done by trying to see how Student Christian Movements can 
- best lead their members to become members of a particular congregation, and 
how they themselves can be living communities in which the Word of God 
is witnessed to, where Christian love is experienced, or to put it differently, 
where all members feel a pastoral responsibility to one another. 

This emphasis on personal life will not exclude a recognition that our 
witness must be directed to students not only as individuals but also as people 
whose life, thinking and morals are largely shaped by their involvement in 
different secular communities. While looking again at our basic task of ~ 
university evangelization, we shall discuss ‘‘our witness in the secular world”, 
trying to see the practical implications for our program and work of the 
various forces and sociological groups now prevailing in the universities. 
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The General Committee will: BE course, have: many other tasks of a more se 


practical nature. It will have to elect Officers and Executive Committee members, 
to appoint staff, to decide about finance, publications, conferences and meet- 
ings, but it will aim primarily at re-examining what Student Christian Moye- 
ments gathered together in the World’s Student Christian Federation have done 
during the past years, what they are today, what failures they have met and 
what joys they have experienced. And having done this job of self-analysis, 
we will go back to our Lord and ask Him to guide us in the years ahead, to 
give us anew the sense of our unique witnessing responsibility, and the wisdom 
and courage to carry it through, every one in his own country and together as 
the Federation throughout the world. 

In spite of all our plans and efforts, nothing will be achieved at the General 
Committee by our human resources. Its success will depend on the presence 
of God among us and on our willingness to meet in His presence and for His 
sake. Its success will not be judged by human criteria, even though we can 
legitimately rejoice if it is, from the human standpoint, a successful meeting. 
It will be a true success only to the extent that it helps all national Movements 
and each of their members to gain a new sense of personal responsibility, to 


make of them humble witnesses, conscious of being unprofitable servants, but 


determined nevertheless to serve. 

I thought it might be helpful to write you this letter just before these 
important meetings. I ask you all to pray that they may be truly Christian 
meetings — meetings with Christ — and to pray for their fruits in the coming 
years. I ask most particularly that when you celebrate the Universal Day 
of Prayer for Students on the third Sunday of February in the northern hemi- 


sphere and on various dates in the southern, that you will thank God for~ 


what He has given to the Federation during the period of preparation for 


these meetings, and ask for His. Spirit for those who will meet there and for — 


all Student Christian Movements which will have to implement the decisions 
and continue the work there begun. 

Finally, I ask you at this time of uncertainty about the future, when several 
of our Movements will not be represented at the meetings in India because of 


the political situation in their countries and in the world, to remember in — 


your prayers all those who suffer for their faith and for their witness, whoever 
their persecutors may be. I ask you to pray for those who persecute them, 
that God may forgive them and lead them back to His obedience and His 
love, to pray for all those who suffer from war, physical or mental distress, 


isolation and fear, especially the countless numbers of men and women, and ‘4 


particularly students, who have never heard the wonderful news of Jesus : 


Christ, and to pray God that He will give us all to be more truly than in the 
past among this great cloud of witnesses who are bringing throughout the 
world that wonderful news. 


Yours ever, | PHILIPPE MAury. 


Material in the News Sheet may be reprinted in other publications with- 
out special permission, with a credit line, “Reprinted from the World’s 
Student Christian Federation News Sheet’’. 
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W.U.S. EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE 


The Executive Committee of World University Service met on December 6 
and 7 in Geneva to consider the work done and to discuss program implement- 
ation for 1952-1953. Among those present were two W.S.C.F. members: 
John Deschner, a Vice-Chairman of W.U.S., who came all the way from 
Helsinki, and Philippe Maury, Federation General Secretary and a W.U:S. 
Executive Committee member, attending on the eve of his departure for India. 

Two important exceptions to the general rule by which W.U.S. does not 
provide grants for projects until the necessary funds have been raised were 
made at this meeting with the unanimous agreement of the Committee. 

1. Through the authorization of the immediate expenditure of more than 
Sw. Fr. 20,000, W.U.S. will be able to use new opportunities.to send designat- 
ed relief supplies to Korea. At least some of these will reach Korean students 
during the hard winter months while their. needs are urgent. 

2. In order to meet pressing needs and accelerate the implementation of 
the program in the Middle East, the Committee-also sanctioned the immediate 


- expenditure of up to Sw. Fr. 30, 000 on the basis of expected income. This 


decision makes it possible to place orders for the first prefabricated buildings 
for student centres in Egypt and Israel. 

Many members of the Committee stressed the importance of W.U.S. 
extending its operations to Africa. All agreed that inquiries should be made 


through National Committees and other relevant organizations in Europe to 
‘discover possibilities for such an extension of W.U.S. activities. As part of 


this investigation, direct contact will also be made with colleges in Africa, 

so that the Committee may be in a position to consider appropriate forms of 

action at its meeting. 
The next General Assembly of W.U.S is to be held some time in July, 1953. 


Turkey is the first choice for the site of the Assembly, and Finland the second. 


If it proves possible to meet in Turkey, this will be the first major international 
meeting to be held by W.U.S. in the Middle East. 

- The Committee approved the visit of the General Secretary, Douglas J. 
Aitken, to Southeast Asia and the Middle East during January to April, 1953. 
In addition to maintaining closer cooperation within W.U.S. between far- 


flung regions through such personal contacts, the visits will provide a practical 
- basis for planning future projects in these areas. During his stay in India, 


Mr. Aitken will have the opportunity to accept the invitation of the W.S.C.F. 
to participate in the meeting of its General Committee. ‘ 
With the appointment of Mr. Sven Knudsen (Norway) as Associate 
Secretary, the Executive Committee brought the Headquarters Staff of W.U.S. 
to its full strength of four senior members for the busy months that lie ahead. 
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A CALL TO PRAYER 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR STUDENTS 
g Sunday, February 15, 1953 


On Sunday, February 15, 1953, student groups throughout the northern hemi- 
sphere, and at some other date in the rest of the world, will gather together in prayer 
before God. Some groups will number hundreds while others will be made up of 
two or three. Each year on the Universal Day of Prayer for Students a world-wide 
praying community thus comes alive anew, bound together in common intercession 
for one another and in common adoration of the same Lord Jesus Christ. The 
World’s Student Christian Federation, which calls not only its own members but 
all Christian students and all churches to join in this fellowship of prayer, suggests 
a few relevant passages from the Holy Scriptures for meditation on this day. 


Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven. (Matt. 18: 19-20.) 


Even though a community in the spirit existed between only two or three persons, 
and even though they were scattered across the earth, God in heaven Himself would 
acknowledge this community of two or three on earth. It is not any human relation- 
ship across international boundaries, but rather a unity in the spirit through the 
common acknowledgment of the one Head, Jesus Christ, which binds us together 
in one body. Wherever on earth we may be, however small our number, if we are 
truly related to’Christ the Head we belong together in spite of our diversities. When 
we pray in the name of Christ we are related to Him, and, whether we like it or not, 
if we are related to Him we are related to one another. We are members of a com- 
munity which has its foundation in God and not in our human wills or efforts.. On 
this Universal Day of Prayer for Students God gathers us together — from different 
nations, cities, universities and churches — and brings anew to our remembrance 
that we belong to one another because we belong to Him. 


Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not, that ye come together © 
not for the better but for the worse. For first of all when ye come together 
in the church, I hear that there be divisions among you ... (I Cor. 11: 17-18.) . 


We cannot settle down in complacent indifference to our separation. We are 
called to confess our divisions and to show that we recognize, in spite of all human 
barriers, political, national, social or ecclesiastical, that we belong together. “If 
a man say, I love God, and hateth his neighbour, he is a liar: for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen 2” 
How can we say that we belong to Christ if we do not belong to one another 2? How 
can we say that we are one in Christ if we are divided among ourselves ? We must 
re-examine our attitude to those who belong to other nations and to other church 
traditions, or who hold different political views. Cultural, communal, political, 
confessional, personal views keep us spiritually apart from one another even though 
we may gather together in the same place of prayer. Often a gathering of ‘persons 
does not mean a community of spirit. The absence of this community of spirit among 
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us exposes the state of our relationship to God. In the divided world of today, 
as Christians we share in the same sin of division and disunity — division and disunity 
among ourselves, division and disunity from God. 


I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith ye are called ... endeavouring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace ... And that ye put on the new man which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. (Eph. 4: 1, 3, 24.) 


Acknowledging that the evils and shortcomings of the world and society are 
also our own evils and shortcomings, that as members of the world we are involved 
in its corporate sin, we must show forth the redemptive power of Christ, at work 
also in us. Christ has reconciled us to God and has re-created a true community 
among those who have been alienated from one another and from God. As Christian 
students we are called to proclaim anew this uniting and redeeming act of Christ, 
in our universities, churches and nations, through our lives and our words, as persons 
and as communities. The world today faces the danger of disintegration. Perhaps 
it is already a reality. The Word of God brings anew to this world the news, the 
reality, of integration and reconciliation. Wherever the Word of God is spoken, 
lived and witnessed to, this reintegration is begun. While sin divides, separates and 
depersonalizes man, the Word of God unites and reconciles, and gives dignity, 
personality and meaning to individuals. It re-creates community from division, 
unity from separation, and it will continue to bring the world-back from sin to right- 
eousness and true holiness until the Kingdom of God is made manifest. As Christian 
students we are called to participate through obedience and witness in this task 
of re-creation according to the purpose of God. 

The fires of destruction and hatred are being kindled all over the face of the world, 


and it may be that many of us will not see them quenched in our lifetime. Never- 


theless we must today gather in prayer, asking God to renew our sense of vocation 
that in this world on fire we may keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
that we may be what God has called us to be — redemptive communities in a dis- 
integrating world. af 

We must cross the threshold of this house of prayer with the assurance of Christ’s 
promise to all peoples. 


Again, I say unto you, if two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything 
that they shall ask ... it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 


heaven. 


Together with all those who pray with us in the universities and-colleges of the 
world, let us dedicate our personal lives, our communities, our aims and purposes 
to our Father which is in heaven, as we observe on earth this Universal Day of Prayer. 


The price of a year’s. subscription to the News Sheet is as follows: 
Sw. Fr. 2.50; 3s. 6d.; $1.00. 


Subscription orders may be sent to your national S.C.M. office or to 
Federation headquarters. 


THE NETHERLANDS S.C.M.. _ 


Koos DIRKSE 
Retiring General Secretary 


One day recently an Egyptian student who was visiting our country sat in 
my room asking questions about the work and life of the N.C.S.V. (Neder- 
Jandse Christen-Studenten Vereniging), one of the Student Christian Move- 
ments of Holland. He was interested in everything — our organizational set- 


up as much as our experience in Bible study, our finances as much as the 


number and kind of boys’ and girls’ camps which we run. As he was hurrying 


off to catch his bus, he told me he was very much impressed by the strength | 


and vigour of our Movement. But I was even more impressed, for he was. 
- completely sincere and made his judgment without any irony. Strength and 


vigour ! Unintentionally I must have given him a very rosy-coloured picture ! 


At any rate, as. I sit down to write this article I am not inclined to try to — 


evoke this same feeling of admiration. When I give in to a creeping feeling of 
detachment and disenchantment in these days when I am busy clearing off the 


General Secretary’s desk and tearing up basketsful of waste paper in order — 


to leave the office to my successor with as-little litter from the past as possible, 
I am much more inclined to stress our weaknesses and our many failures 
than our achievements and so-called successes. 

There are a few questions which for a long time have given me no peace 
— questions which seem to apply not only to the N.C.S.V. but to any S.C.M. 
which is no longer in its pioneering stage. The S.C.M. — the N.C.S.V. at 


least — is an established and stabilized thing. It has its acknowledged place — . 


in the university world. Not only its members but the student body in gene- 
‘ral has at least a rough idea of what it stands for. It has nothing unusual or 
queer, its existence is no signal, no alarm, no challenge. It plays its traditional 
role in the student community; it is duly represented in the councils and 


committees ; it is permitted to have its say in the student government. Its 


message is anticipated ; its point of view has lost any element of surprise. And 
therefore the impact of its witness is reduced and its function severely limited. 


As to the Movement itself, everything has its fixed form and expression. Na-_ 
tionally and locally, we have the whole machinery of staff and office, boards and 


committees. Our many years of experience have been boiled down and embod- 
ied in methods and traditions, in our accustomed way of doing things, in our 


typical approach to people and problems. And our only difficulty in drafting 


our freshmen folders is how to produce an appetizing bit of propaganda for the — 


paltry sum we can afford to pay ! For next year’s program has been fixed for 
many years : Bible study and general study groups, conferences, lectures and 


addresses. Every freshman can see at a glance what he can.expect. And as 


soon as he joins the Movement he becomes just another consumer ! For that 


is what the S.C.M. has long since become — a consumer-community ! With © 4 


all due deference to the zealous few who become committee members ... No 


wonder the great majority of our members are from Christian and to a large 
extent church homes. 
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_ Bible study in an N.S.C.V. boys’ camp 

_ Of course I am generalizing, even caricaturing. I am minimizing the 
- importance of the N.C.S.V. But I do so with a purpose in mind. I want to 
raise a disturbing quéstion which should be asked everywhere in the Federa- 
tion : would our generation start such a thing as the S.C.M., would we dare 
to witness to Jesus Christ in the university community, would we have the 
imagination of faith to take the initiative to evangelize among school boys 
and girls, and to find the methods for doing it, if we were -not packed by a 
- more than fifty-year-old tradition ? 

We are a Christian Movement, certainly. But the question is whither we 
are a Movement of Christians, of students who are in the grasp of Jesus 
Christ, who are His willing followers, who have a living faith. I have difficulty 
in defining the meaning of the “C”’ in the S.C.M. Does it represent a reality ? 
Does it express our very existence ? Or is it merely an adjective? Is our 
Christianity something ‘‘added” to an existence which can be described in 
terms not so much of Christian faith as of general student interests and needs ? 
I would not deny the significance of fellowship and sociability, nor the value 
of teamwork in group study and joint initiative. I believe in creating centres 
where students from different faculties and social backgrounds can discuss and 
exchange insights and knowledge, where boys meet girls — I happily take time 
weekly to deal with the amoris causa mail, sending my congratulations to 
those who found each other within the S.C.M. — and yet ... Am I mistaken 
in thinking that those who came together in Vadestena in the old days, those~ 
who took over the initiative nationally and locally and founded the S.C.M., 
who got the odd idea of inviting school boys to have a holiday in a pair of old 
army tents and of speaking to them of Jesus Christ, who came together with 
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no organization behind them to pray and to read their Bibles, that they did 
so with an originality which was superior in drive rather than just prior in 
time to our own ? 

Yet I do not want to leave any doubt with regard to my gratitude for the 
tradition in which we find ourselves. The idea of 1899 has spread to such 
an extent that this summer we had some 1,500 boys and girls from secondary 
schools in forty-six camps under the leadership of some hundreds of our 
members. They are housed in tents as in the old days, and the Gospel is 
preached to them in their own language. The atmosphere is a sound mixture 
of gaiety and earnestness, and the songs are old and nonsensical. It is in these 
camps, long since specialized according to such interests and hobbies as sailing 
camps, botanists’ and musicians’ camps, “‘gypsy’’ and hiking camps, that the 
“originality” of the S.C.M. is perhaps still at work, much more, the insider 
is inclined to think, than in the Bible study, which has first place on our pro- 
grams, or than in the university missions organized from time to time by 
several cf our local groups. 

We give a good deal of attention to Bible study, however, and have had long 
experience in this field. Hundreds of students meet regularly in groups for Bible 
study, the leaders following special training courses led by student chaplains. 
However, no-one dares to pretend that he knows how to do Bible study, or 
how to make the groups do the real thing. We have experimented with several 
methods — with preparatory material, outlines, different ways of oral training. 
None of these have proved to be real discoveries. What is helpful in one 
group is a complete failure in another. If we succeed in preventing the Bible 
study from becoming dull, we fail to make it arresting, to make it the life- 
stream of our personal and community life. What is lacking? What could 
bridge the gap between different needs and desires for Bible study that is 
interesting, inspiring, reverent, thorough and intellectual ? 

However, there are several positive notes to be struck. I know that even 
those students who were always very critical and negative when speaking of 
their experiences in Bible study groups, afterwards admit that it is exactly 
this which they miss greatly now they are outside the university and the S.C.M. 

~The branch at Leiden has been successful for more than four years in holding ~ 
public “summaries” of the passages studied in the groups, given by a professor 
or chaplain in one of the university rooms. Some hundreds of students, among 
them many non-members and some non-Christians, attend these regularly. 
The Amsterdam branch has begun the experiment of bringing all the active 
S.C.M. members together in one large training group and then putting them 
in small groups together with non-Christians. It is still too early to tell whether | 
this method will work, but our experience with university missions leads us 
to believe that these small groups will have a difficult job !_ Few of us are able 
to meet non-believers on the level of intellectual, social, moral and political 
Interests and to witness to Jesus Christ, not because our members would have 
to acknowledge the non-Christians as their superiors in these fields, but because 
our Christian faith is not integrated with these spheres. It has only a small radius 
and turns a very small circle in the reality of our lives and of this world. For 
these reasons our S.C.M.s and (partly as a result ?) the Church in our time 
have little missionary power ! Those who honestly believe that the Christian 
need not concern himself with the larger issues and problems of mankind, 
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that he must concentrate on caring for his own soul and the souls of his neigh- 
bours, that he has to preach conversion only, seem to have a stronger appeal. 
But although we should not forget that it is indeed personal repentance and the 
individual’s relation to Jesus Christ which counts, we are convinced that 


* pietism would be an escape from a specific task set before us in our time. It 


is the weakness of our generation that our faith leads us to realize the ques- 
tions, to openly admit the problems — but that we do not yet know the ans- 
wers. We improvise and find our way somehow or other, but usually it is a 
secular way we go, and we have to admit that our faith is unrelated to it. We 
believe that Jesus Christ is Lord over all realms of life, but we cannot 
make this doctrine relevant. } 

This is the set of problems which our Study Commission is tackling. While 
younger members may regard the concerns with which this Commission 
occupies itself and in which it tries to interest them as the intellectual hobby 
of a group of highbrows, there is a growing understanding that these interests 
are in line with the primary missionary task of the S.C.M. The N.C.S.V. 
has tried to carry on this work of evangelization by organizing a 
weekend platform discussion between three outstanding Christian scholars and 
three equally well qualified humanists, in the presence of some thirty students 
of both groups. At intervals the students had their own discussions in which 
they tried to discover to what extent understanding is possible between per- 
sons who think and speak from quite different backgrounds, who hold differ- 
ent convictions, and who can express’ themselves only in their own 
necessary, untranslatable terminology and fundamental, essential metaphors, 
which are not only unfamiliar to the other, but which he fails to understand. 
As a result of this discussion, a general conference was held on the presuppo- 
sitions of understanding between men. Also in the series of “special” confer- 
ences, one on “Intercession, Prayer and Healing” and another on “‘Christian 
Faith and Psychology” are in preparation. Our study work suffered a severe 
loss when our Study Secretary, Bram Breebaart left for a teaching job, and 
we were unable to replace him for financial reasons. : 

A Commission for Social and Political Studies, which has for some time 
led a rather obscure existence, is now planning its first national conference on 
“Democracy and Freedom’. It will be part of the responsibility of our new 
staff member, Ben Bavinck, to try to get the concerns of this Commission 
through to the local groups. 

In this brief article I have not been able to give you anything like a complete 


picture of the N.C.S.V. I certainly should have discussed our relationships 


with the V.C.S.B. and with the Perserikatan Keristen Indonesia (PerKI — 
an organization of Indonesian Christian students in Holland) which will 
apply for affiliation with the W.S.C.F. at the General Committee meeting 
in India. However, perhaps my successor, the Rev. Martien Witteveen, can 


~add to what I have written some time in the future. 


It was my task to re-establish the N.C.S.V. after the Movement had gone 
out of existence during the war. Mirabile dictu, our primary task now is to 
overcome the difficulties posed by this very establishment ! 
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A 


R.S.C.M. in France 


Each summer the Russian Student 
Christian Movement: organizes a six- 
weeks’ camp in the mountains for young 
people and students. The program of 
the camp includes morning and evening 
prayers, recreation of various kinds, and 
study groups. Last summer’s camp, 
which was held near Grenoble was 
attended by 200 people, about fifty of 
them students. The latter followed a 
course of study on such diverse religious 
and cultural subjects as St. Paul’s teach- 
ing on redemption, the influence of the 
Orthodox Church on the social life of 
Russia, the writings of Gogol, Tolstoy 
and Dostoievsky, and a series of discus- 
sions on the history, literature and art 
of St. Petersburg in commemoration of 
the 250th anniversary of its founding. 

Cyrille Eltchaninoff, General Secret- 
ary of the R.S.C.M. outside Russia has 
given this evaluation of these summer 
camps : 

We consider these camps as a very 
important part of our work. The schools 
are secularized and unable to answer the 
religious needs of youth. They open 


aptitudes and their interests while par- 
ticipating in the common task with their 
neighbours. Although they guard care- 
fully the traditions of the camp life, they 
are never bound by routine. They are 
always suggesting changes and trying 
out new methods, so that no two camps 
are alike, but each has its own individual 


_ characteristics. 


So 


large scientific horizons but do not take. 


into consideration the spiritual aspect of 
life. During the winter we try to fill this 
gap through the organization of study 
groups, conferences and excursions, and 
in the summer we have this camp which 
tends to draw youth towards the church 
and helps them to develop Christian 
attitudes. Those who lead the camps 
have had long experience in youth work, 
and they train teams of young people to 
assist them. 

The camp is the work of the young 
people themselves. Here they are not 
only participants but active builders of 
their own little world. They set up a 
small city of tents, large and small, 
whose plan, traditions and way of life 
are entirely dependent upon its inhabit- 
ants. There are many opportunities for 
creative work, and the camp is a school 
where young people can develop their 
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The camp is a small laboratory in 
which our Christian principles are 
applied in everyday life. The church in 
the camp is the centre of its spiritual 
life. In a sense everything springs from — 
and leads back to it. The campers build 
the church, decorate it, take part in the 
singing and the services, and discuss 
questions connected with its life. Some 
are permitted to preach, and it is a 
real joy to listen to the sermons of these 
young leaders who preach the Word of 
God on behalf of the church. They are 
presented in such a way as to show that 
Christianity in its eternal significance is 
a power which has a concrete meaning 
for each of us, not only in exceptional 
moments of life but always and every- 
where. 

All activities of the camp are judged 
from a Christian point of view, and the 
camp becomes a school for the develop- 
ment of self-discipline and unselfishness, 
since its life is built on the principle of 
self-sacrifice for the sake of the common 
good and the service of the church. 
Since these camps are often the first 
contact which many young people have 
with our Movement, they provide an 
opportunity for missionary and evangel- 
istic work. ~ 

Young people of other confessions and 
nationalities often attend our camps. 
During recent years we have had Amer- 
ican, English, French, German, Serb- 
ian, Greek and Syrian students. The 
contact helps our students by awakening 
in them an interest in other confessions, - 
gives foreign students an opportunity to 
learn more about the Orthodox Church, 
and causes among all a profound grief 
over the lost unity of the Christian 
world. . E 


Germany 


T he Christian Message in a non-Christian 
World 


The eleventh German Student Mis- 
sionary Week took place at Jéllenbeck 
_ near Bielefeld, in Northern Germany, 
during the summer. It was good that 
_ this meeting took place within a living 
~ community for it became clearer than 
ever before to the 180 students from 
Germany, Austria, Holland, South Afri- 
ca, China and India, that missions and 
‘a living community are inseparably con- 
nected. This was also well illustrated 
during our times of worship and Bible 
study. We were a community, a unit, 
which had found itself despite all out- 
ward differences in the one commission 
from the one Lord. 

In small groups we discussed the cur- 
rents which constantly surround the life 
of the Church of Christ: Indonesian 
nationalism, problems of syncretism in 
India, Chinese communist ideological 
strength, racial questions in South Africa, 
and not least the complete estrangement, 
through secular influences, of people at 
home from the Church. From the dis- 
cussion of the relation between the 

' Church, missions and ecumenism, it 
became clear that missions is not just one 
_ among many functions of the Church but 
the decisive mark of its life. At the same 
time the unique task of missions is not 
within the Church but in the world. 
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A group 
at the Student 
Missionary 
Week 


Theo Sorg, 

chairman, 

“s Student Volunteer 
Movement 

of Germany, 

third from left 


The evening talks provided a bird’s- 
eye view of the present position of world 
missions. It was evident to all that the 
structure of mission work has changed 
decisively in recent years — the work is 
now regarded as partnership in obed- 
ience. Three main fronts which should 
be confronted emerge ever more clearly 
in Asia today : Asian self-consciousness, 
communism and Mohammedanism. In 
Africa the most important problems lie 
in the many attempts at solving racial 
questions, the emergence of the prolet- 
ariat, and questions directed to Euro- 
peans by the cavenieDs part of the 
population. 

Other questions dente with were rela- 
tions between Christians and Jews, wo- 
men’s work, the doctor in the mission 
field, and Catholic world missions today. 
There was much talk of needs and diffi- 
culties, of dangers and crises, but they 
were not complaints for we had with us 
Christ, the victor who has overcome all 
difficulties. This certainty, coming at the 
end of the week, helped the 1200 people 
present once more to focus the meaning 
of our coming together : Christ’s Gospel 
in every part of the world is not borne by 
armies or wordly power, but by the Holy 
Spirit as the power of God manifesting 
itself through the service of witnesses. In 
this way the whole missionary week ~ 
became a call for renewed missionary 
eesPoemility: and activity. 


THEO SoRG. 


INTERCESSIONS  —_ 
Extracts from the Order of Service for the Universal Day of Prayer for Students 


Litany for Christian students all over the world 

Let us pray to God for all Christian students in the world, laying our common. 
needs upon the one altar of His love. sel 

We pray thee, O God, to help us be faithful to the truth, that we may not be 
trammelled by unworthy compromise or decline into moral or religious ease. 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. ; 

Help us to hold firmly to the visions which thou hast awakened in us, that our 

lives may be worthy of our faith, and our faith be always greater than our lives. 
Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. é: iss 

Open our eyes yet more, both to the misery and joy, the sordidness and the 
beauty, of the world in which we live, that we, knowing more the heights and depths 
of our human nature, may love men, not with condescension, but as brothers and 
sisters in the family of God. 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. ; wy 

Imbue our spiritual communion with thy reality, that we may learn new lessons 
of courage and the will to do, and likewise daily grow in humility and the power to 
serve. : 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. : 

Enable us in word, and yet more in deed, to become worthy apostles of our 
Saviour Christ. : 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. agit 

Since thou hast reconciled us to thyself in the mystery of the Cross, grant us the — 
holy power of reconciling men and races and nations and classes. 
G Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. 

Save in thy pity those of our number who have to suffer for thy sake, that they — 
being tempted not beyond what they can endure, may be more able to build up 
themselves on their most. holy faith. 5 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. ate 

Wherever there are those of our number who are set to explore the undiscovered 
riches of our Saviour’s faith and calling, grant there that thy spirit may sanctify 
and inspire, that so thy unfailing promises may be again fulfilled, and new light | 
and life come to all students. : — 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. — . 

Finally we pray for all Federation and Student Movement leaders, together with — 
all students and those who serve their needs, that we may be able to pray more as 
our Saviour prayed: that, as we look up and cry ‘“‘Our Father’’, so in our bodies" 
we may hallow thy wondrous name: as we long for the Kingdom,-so in our bodies 
thy will be done upon earth as it is in heaven. ; : 

Father in Heaven, grant us thy grace. te ' Amen. 


Prayer of Thanksgiving for the W.S.C.F. ne = 
O Lord, who has given unto us, thy servants, gathered here today the privilege 
of serving thee in and through the World’s Student Christian Federation, we offer — 
thee our humble thanks for all that thou hast been pleased to do through the Federa- 
tion for students in every part of the world. We thank thee, O Lord, especially : - 
For the men of faith and vision who have laid the foundations of this work; — 
For eee whom thou hast raised up among us to be powerful witnesses to: thy 
ord ; 
For the hidden devotion of obscure workers ; 4 2 SORE 
For the fidelity of those who have kept the faith in time of strife and persecution ; 
For the ever-renewed gift of our unity in.-thee bestowed on us amidst all differences _ 
of race and tradition. ae 
For these and all thy other gifts to the Federation we give thee thanks,O God: — FE 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. |. “Amiens see 
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